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Linda J Ford to speak on Wildflowers of Mexico's Copper Canyon Region on October 21

Have you ever been to a region of the world and you are
looking to get more information on that region, but there
is no info or book on what you are looking for. This is
exactly what our October 21st speaker ran into, which
inspired Linda Ford to do her own book.

Linda first visited the Copper Canyon region with her
husband Phil in the Fall of 2004. She was immediately
enthralled by the abundance of wildflowers during her
autumn visit. She wanted to know more. Upon further
investigation, she found that although there were books
about the area's birds and trees and wildlife, there was no
guide for the wildflowers of the region. Linda, a Master
Gardener in her home state of New York, decided that it
was time to make one!

Mexico's Copper Canyon region is a vast area of land
primarily located in the state of Chihuahua. The Copper
Canyon region covers a large part of southwestern
Chihuahua and also extends into the states of Durango,
Sinaloa and Sonora. It is best to think of Copper Canyon
as a complex labyrinth of inhabited canyons and valleys.
In total, the network of canyons covers five times more
land area than the USA’s Grand Canyon. It is truly a sight
to experience.

Linda returned to the Copper Canyon region in the fall of
2005 to start the project. Hosted by the generous and
ever-encouraging Doug "Diego" Rhodes at the Hotel
Paraiso del Oso in Cerocahui, Chihuahua, Linda set out
on her mission. The first autumn was a great success as
Linda found and documented over 40 wildflowers in the
area. Then Linda returned to the region again in 2006 and
2007 and was joined by Ryan J. Hawkins, who assisted
her as a field technician, found trails to explore, and
navigated the rural roadways of Mexico. The total
number of wildflowers that were documented and
photographed was 140.

During her time in the canyons, she utilized the
expertise of local guides to further her experience
and also to learn some of the local names of the
plants.

The research had been compiled, and it was time to
start on the book. Since her return from Mexico,
Linda has persistently worked on the book. She has
worked with Daniel Atha, botanist from the New
York Botanical Garden, to identify the plants she
documented.

Linda is thrilled that her dream is coming to fruition,
as this has been her main post-retirement focus. Ms.
Ford is excited to be able to share the beauty and
splendor of this spectacular region of the world
through the publication of this book and to raise
awareness of this natural resource and encourage the
preservation of the wildflowers.
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Getting out of the comfort zone

Sometimes we find ourselves in a groove, doing the same
things over and over again. When that happens, your work
stagnates and it ceases to excite you. How do you break out of
this rut? Try something different, for a change – try something
you would never, otherwise do. Yes, you know it will not
work, but you are not trying to get a great image today. Today
you are out to have fun, to go crazy! One idea is to keep your
zoom lens on 50mm and take shots by, heaven forbid, moving
around! This gets you to focus less on equipment and more on
what you are really trying to capture. A few years ago I
attended a workshop by Ernestine Ruben. She made us do a
number of exercises to get us out of our respective comfort
zones and create images of a kind we’d never tried before. She
gave us an entire checklist of things to try. A couple of ideas I
remember (since I found them especially “painful”): shoot
between your legs; shoot without looking through the
viewfinder; shoot while swiveling around. Robert Glenn
Ketchum told me of an occasion when he was teaching a
workshop at Santa Fe and all his students were getting the
usual kind of Santa Fe images and feeling quite self-contented.
So he took the class to a freeway median and forced them to
shoot the entire half-day there without getting off the median
AND to use ALL the lenses they’d been lugging around in
their bags before he’d let them go!

In art, as in science, experimentation is everything, it is the
raison d'etre. When we get so comfortable that we stop
experimenting, our work starts getting stale. The difference is
that while scientific creativity is bound by the laws of nature,
artistic creativity is bound only by our imagination;
photography is somewhere in between, since the physical
devices we use are limited by optics and electronics (or
chemistry for those of us still practicing that craft!)

So try something wild today… and let us know on the blog
how it works out! - Sukumar

Visit the new SPS member album on Flickr

All members are invited to join the Schenectady
Photographic Society group on Flickr. To visit this
group, click on or type this link into your web
browser:
http://www.flickr.com/groups/schenectadyphotographic
society/

This group is for members of the Schenectady
Photographic Society to post images of SPS social
events and field trips. While membership is open
by invitation only to all SPS members (if you have
or open a Flickr account), images posted here can
be viewed by anyone; so you can share your
images with your friends and family.

Visit the new FOCUS blog

Did you know that you can now read the FOCUS
— in full color — as soon as it is published, to
read online or print it out yourself? All copies are
archived on our website; so you always have
access to them with a computer. Follow links from
the electronic copy to further resources on the
web. Furthermore, on the FOCUS blog at
http://schenectadyphotographicsociety.blogspot.com/
you can discuss the articles, read and post
feedback, comments, suggestions, contribute your
own ideas or discuss those of others (all comments
are moderated). We hope these new features will
enrich the FOCUS and enhance your reading and
browsing experience.

You don’t even have to wait to get your PDF
copy! There are several ways you can follow the
articles and comments as they are posted to the
FOCUS blog. See the phrase “Subscribe To” at
the top right of the blog, followed by the icon?
Click on this icon to subscribe to posts and/or
comments in your favorite feed reader or
bookmark client. Or click on “Followers” to add
yourself to the list of followers of this blog. It is
that simple. Get started today!


